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·1· · · ·HOUSE FLOOR SESSION- 3RD LEGISLATIVE DAY- 2ND

·2· · · · · · · · · · EXTRAORDINARY SESSION

·3

·4· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Chairman Speaker, you're

·5· ·recognized.

·6· · · · · · · · CHARIMAN SPEAKER:· Thank you, Mr.

·7· ·Speaker.· I move adoption of House Resolution 7001.

·8· · · · · · · · (Inaudible)

·9· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· All those in favor of House

10· ·Resolution 7001, vote aye, those opposed vote no.· Has

11· ·every member voted?· Does any member wish to change

12· ·their vote?

13· · · · · · · · Mr. Clerk, please take the vote.

14· · · · · · · · THE CLERK:· Ayes 73, 19 nays, and 1

15· ·present not vote.

16· · · · · · · · THE SPEAKER:· House Resolution 7001 --

17· ·(inaudible) majority, I hereby declare adopted without

18· ·objection.· Motion (inaudible).

19· · · · · · · · Call your next bill, Mr. Clerk.

20· · · · · · · · THE CLERK:· House Joint Resolution 1 by

21· ·Representative by Representative McCalmon.

22· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Representative McCalmon at

23· ·your desk.

24· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCCALMON:· Thank you,

25· ·Mr. Speaker.· I move to withdraw HR 1 from the
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·1· ·Amendment No. 2.

·2· · · · · · · · All those in of considering Amendment No.

·3· ·2, vote aye when the bell rings, those opposed vote

·4· ·no.

·5· · · · · · · · Has every member voted?· Does any member

·6· ·wish to change their vote?

·7· · · · · · · · Mr. Clerk, please take the vote.

·8· · · · · · · · THE CLERK:· Ayes 18, 73 nays.

·9· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· In accordance with Rule

10· ·60(b), having failed to receive the necessary

11· ·two-thirds vote, the motion to consider Amendment No.

12· ·2 fails.

13· · · · · · · · Next amendment, Mr. Clerk.

14· · · · · · · · THE CLERK:· Mr. Speaker, no further

15· ·amendments.

16· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Leader Camper, you're

17· ·recognized.

18

19· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE CAMPER:· Thank you,

20· ·Mr. Chairman -- I mean, Mr. Speaker.· Mr. Speaker, I

21· ·yield five minutes to Chairman Clemmons.

22· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Chairman Clemmons, you're

23· ·recognized for five minutes.

24· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE CLEMMONS:· Thank you,

25· ·Mr. Speaker.
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·1· · · · · · · · And I realize the person that didn't run

·2· ·this bill yesterday, but here's my question.

·3· · · · · · · · Yesterday Speaker Sexton was asked about

·4· ·who drafted this bill and how this came about.· He

·5· ·pointed to the Senate sponsors, Senator Stevens,

·6· ·Senator Johnson.

·7· · · · · · · · Yesterday Senator Stevens was asked the

·8· ·question what numbers were relied upon to draw these

·9· ·maps, and his answer was pretty conclusive that it was

10· ·census data.· So in Section 1 here refers to all

11· ·census descriptions, so forth.· So is that correct

12· ·that the census data was the sole basis for drawing

13· ·these lines for 2020?

14· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Speaker Zachary.

15· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE ZACHARY:· Thank you, Mr.

16· ·Speaker.

17· · · · · · · · Yes, it's my understanding the census was

18· ·used to draft the map further based on the population.

19· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Chairman Clemmons.

20· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE CLEMMONS:· Okay.· Well,

21· ·that's pretty interesting because census data doesn't

22· ·include any partisan scores or partisan data, and your

23· ·entire argument this entire week has been that this is

24· ·about politics and partisanship.· So if you solely

25· ·relied on census data, I'm confused about how you knew
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·1· ·partisan scores when drawing this map if that wasn't

·2· ·even considered.

·3· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Speaker Zachary.

·4· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE ZACHARY:· Thank you.· Did

·5· ·you have a question?

·6· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Chairman Clemmons.

·7· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE CLEMMONS:· If that's your

·8· ·answer, that's fine by me and that is all I need.

·9· · · · · · · · Thank you very much.· I yield the balance

10· ·of my time.

11· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Leader Camper you are

12· ·recognized.

13· · · · · · · · LEADER CAMPER:· Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

14· · · · · · · · Mr. Speaker, I yield four minutes to

15· ·Representative Shaw.

16· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Representative Shaw, you're

17· ·recognized.

18· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:· Thank you,

19· ·Mr. Speaker.

20· · · · · · · · I didn't rise today to be emotional, not

21· ·upset.· I'm here to say that this is my second go

22· ·around.· I'm standing here today because my dad went

23· ·out to register to vote but he never got a chance to

24· ·vote.· But I'm standing here today because he didn't

25· ·get a chance, I feel that it's my responsibility to
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·1· ·take up the mantle and run with it.· I did get a

·2· ·chance to vote.

·3· · · · · · · · But all of my life, all of my life voting

·4· ·has been a problem with the other side.· From

·5· ·childhood to this moment, and this probably is the

·6· ·last time I'm going to get a chance to stand in this

·7· ·well and talk.· But here's what I will tell you all

·8· ·this, you're not stopping anything.· It's been tried

·9· ·over.· In fact, my dad, when he registered to vote, he

10· ·had to move to a government tent city because they put

11· ·him out of a place to live.

12· · · · · · · · I remember one Friday evening he came

13· ·home and announced to us, we have got to move.· And we

14· ·said why.· He said because I registered to vote we've

15· ·got to move.· Where are we going to move?· We have no

16· ·place to move but we've got to go to tent city.· This

17· ·was Friday.· But because we knew someone higher than

18· ·the government, we called a family prayer.· And from

19· ·Friday evening late to early Monday morning, we had a

20· ·place to stay.

21· · · · · · · · So what I'm telling you folks today, it

22· ·doesn't matter what you pass, how you draw maps, it

23· ·doesn't matter how you -- you can draw them any way

24· ·you want to, you cannot stop God's people.· Trust me.

25· ·If you don't ever hear me say anything else, even if
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·1· ·you get to attend my funeral if I'm dead and gone, you

·2· ·remember this one thing:· You are not doing anything

·3· ·but hurting yourself.· And listen at the midnight hour

·4· ·because we normally like to blame everything on

·5· ·everybody else.· I'm bad about saying somebody else

·6· ·make me angry, no, no, no, you have to live with

·7· ·yourself.· And at midnight when nobody else is in your

·8· ·room but you, yourself, you've got to live with you.

·9· ·And if you can sleep, if you can go to sleep, close

10· ·your eyes and rest at night after doing what you're

11· ·doing, you do it.

12· · · · · · · · But I can tell you this one thing,

13· ·there's a man that's higher than all of us.· And he's

14· ·looking down on us right now.· And you can just

15· ·remember this, this old black guy told you before he

16· ·left here, you ain't hurt nobody but yourself.

17· · · · · · · · God bless you, and we'll all be okay.

18· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Leader Camper.

19· · · · · · · · LEADER CAMPER:· Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

20· · · · · · · · Mr. Speaker, I yield four minutes to

21· ·Representative Miller.

22· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Representative Miller.

23· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE MILLER:· Speaker Sexton

24· ·and to Leader Lambreth, and to the Chairmans of the

25· ·standing committee, that question has been asked why
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·1· ·are we here.· And, you know, I'm thinking about why

·2· ·we're here.· And I said, okay, the governor gets a

·3· ·call or email via would-be governor, God forbid,

·4· ·Blackburn, and the president says to the governor, I

·5· ·need a few thousand votes.· We've heard this before,

·6· ·right?· I need a few thousand votes because I want to

·7· ·flip the democratic seat, 9th Congressional seat in

·8· ·Shelby County.· I want to make it bleed.· I want to

·9· ·make it bleed but I want to flip it to a Republican.

10· ·That came from a convicted felon.· It came from

11· ·probably one of the worst presidents in the history of

12· ·the United States.· A corrupt president.· Amazing.

13· ·It's almost demonic.· It's almost devious.· And it's

14· ·definitely devilish.

15· · · · · · · · So what happens at this point?· We say we

16· ·want to continue this golden age of President Donald

17· ·Trump.· Now, these are the words that come from our

18· ·senior senator.· It's almost insane.· And as my

19· ·colleague has said, people will remember, your

20· ·constituency will remember the worst things that you

21· ·will do.· Not often the good things that you will do,

22· ·but they will remember the worst things that you do.

23· ·And depending on this vote that you take today, you

24· ·have to live with this.· You have to live with this

25· ·vote.· And sometimes being here long enough, I can
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·1· ·make predictions.· And I have a prediction of what's

·2· ·going to happen on this vote.· But I have another

·3· ·prediction.· You have to live with it.· You have to

·4· ·live with it.· And regardless of what you do from this

·5· ·point on, whatever bills you may introduce, this one,

·6· ·this vote, your constituency, my constituent, will

·7· ·remember.· Because I don't think that you've gotten a

·8· ·ton of emails, phone calls from your constituents

·9· ·saying do this.· Do this, follow the president of the

10· ·United States.· Follow a Stephen Miller.· And would

11· ·you look at their ratings, approval ratings of a

12· ·President of the United States, it's the lowest of

13· ·probably any president in the United States.· And you

14· ·want to follow that?· You want to follow that?· You

15· ·want your name, you want your signature on this

16· ·legislation?· You'd better think about it.

17· · · · · · · · Thank you.

18· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Leader Camper.

19· · · · · · · · LEADER CAMPER:· Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

20· · · · · · · · Mr. Speaker, I yield four minutes to

21· ·Chairman Chism.

22· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Representative Chism,

23· ·you're recognized.

24· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE CHISM:· Thank you,

25· ·Mr. Speaker.
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·1· · · · · · · · To my colleague in the well.· I have a

·2· ·few questions, so if you'll indulge me.

·3· · · · · · · · So state government, so we have a map in

·4· ·place now that was defended in court to say it did not

·5· ·dilute minority voters.· So why would this plan

·6· ·replace one that was already backed by this body?

·7· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Speaker Zachary.

·8· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE ZACHARY:· Repeat that last

·9· ·part again.· I'm sorry.· I couldn't hear you.

10· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE CHISM:· Well, I was

11· ·stating that we have a map that was defended in Court,

12· ·so why would this plan right here replace the one

13· ·that's in place?

14· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Speaker Zachary.

15· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE ZACHARY:· Thank you, Mr.

16· ·Speaker.

17· · · · · · · · Members, it's important to know that the

18· ·map that you have in front of you was drafted based on

19· ·the census population related to the last census, but

20· ·it was absolutely drafted on politics.· Based on court

21· ·rulings, this gives us a unique opportunity to -- for

22· ·the first time in history to have an all Republican

23· ·delegation sent from Tennessee to Washington to

24· ·represent conservative values, to represent

25· ·conservative principles.· And this gives us a historic
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·1· ·opportunity, so we're taking advantage of that as the

·2· ·super majority in this body, so that's why we're doing

·3· ·it.

·4· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Representative Chism.

·5· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE CHISM:· Yes, so I try to

·6· ·be precise and I pray that you do the same.

·7· · · · · · · · How does this map comply with the 14th

·8· ·Amendment's Equal Protection Clause.

·9· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Speaker Zachary.

10· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE ZACHARY:· Thank you, Mr.

11· ·Speaker.

12· · · · · · · · We drafted this under consultation with

13· ·legal and we're confident that this meets the criteria

14· ·that we're required to by law in the constitution

15· ·draft maps.

16· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Representative Chism.

17· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE CHISM:· Okay.· So many of

18· ·us are still confused.· So whose legal consultation

19· ·drew the map?

20· · · · · · · · MR. SPEAKER:· Speaker Zachary.

21· · · · · · · · REPRESENTATIVE ZACHARY:· Thank you, Mr.

22· ·Speaker.

23· · · · · · · · The Senate was the primary drafter of the

24· ·map of consultation and input and collaboration with

25· ·the House.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

·2· · · · · · ·I, Emily L. Sipe, Court Reporter, do hereby

·3· ·certify that I recorded to the best of my skill and

·4· ·ability by machine shorthand all the proceedings in

·5· ·the foregoing transcript, and that said transcript is

·6· ·a true, accurate, and complete transcript to the best

·7· ·of my ability.

·8· · · · · · ·I further certify that I am not an attorney

·9· ·or counsel of any of the parties, nor a relative or

10· ·employee of any attorney or counsel connected with the

11· ·action, nor financially interested in the action.

12· · SIGNED this 12th day of May 2026.

13
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15· · · · · · · · · · · ---------------------------------
· · · · · · · · · · · · Emily L. Sipe· RPR, LCR
16· · · · · · · · · · · Tennessee LCR No. 608
· · · · · · · · · · · · Expires:· 6/30/2026
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